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1. What is an interest group?
Interest groups are private organizations of individuals who have banded together because of a common cause or role. They provide information to the public depending on their interests. The interests could be political, spiritual, artistic or even public (Newell, pg. 62) .  Additionally, they mediate conflicts between groups, help shape public opinion, provide an avenue for political participation and engage in electioneering.
2. Describe the tactics involved in direct and indirect lobbying?
Interest groups use different tactics to lobby for their interests. The tactics could be direct or indirect. Some of the direct lobbying techniques include influencing administrators and co-opting agencies. They also make contributions towards policies and laws prepared by the judiciary, file briefs, make legal arguments, file suits in courts of their policies of interest. Educating the public on various policies is an indirect way of lobbying (pg.66). This way the groups get to explain the policies to the public in a way that suits their interests. Further, they use public relations on mass media such as TVs and radios to persuade the public.
3. Describe the characteristics of interest groups active in Texas.  
Various interest groups have different characteristics. The interest groups in Texas are formed mainly by corporations and trade organizations. These organizations comprise of economic producers, elites, individuals with other interests besides economic interest. In Texas, the lobbyists for any interest groups are formally registered and their experience and competence are varied. They use the money to lobby directly or indirectly (pg.62).
4. Describe sources of interest group power and the  contemporary challenges facing interests groups in Texas.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Interest groups have the power to influence various policies in a state. They use the power of pluralism or size. Besides the lobbyists, interest groups have backup support from members of the public who buy their ideas. The organization is another major source. They have a proper understanding of how to galvanize, mobilize, and utilize the voice of the majority is something very important in a democratic system. Additionally, financial resources from various donors as well as proper leadership give interest groups great power of operation (pg. 85).
 Interest groups in Texas face various challenges. These include transparency, the integrity of policymakers and access to the correct contact persons.
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